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Biologist Rick Howie at Work at The Dunes Golf Course in Westsyde  
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This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society  

Mailing Address Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 
Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 

Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 
Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 

Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   
Home phone  778 472 2014               E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 

 

Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://web.blscs.org/newsletters> . 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults (16 to 59)  $6     Seniors (60 plus) $4      Youth (6 to 15 years old)  $3        Family $15. 
Children 5 years old or younger) Free 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 
Drop-in Visit Information 

 

What is a Drop-in Visit?    
 
During drop-in times our hands-on rooms are open for visitors to tour at their leisure. The 
rooms have approximately 140 stations of hands-on activities to try. We also have an activity or 
show running Saturdays! 
 
Drop-in Visiting hours 
 
• Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 
• Check Facebook or twitter for the latest information. 
 
For safety purposes we require children under age 16 be accompanied by a minimum number of 
supervising adults: 
 
• For children 4 years old and under, 1 adult per every 3 children is required. 
• For children 5 years old to 9 years old, 1 adult per every 5 children is required. 
• For children 10 years old to 16 years old, 1 adult per 10 children is required. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is Closed Sundays and Holidays. 
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In Search of a Dragonfly: Biologist Rick Howie Visits The Dunes 
Gordon Gore 

 
My main interest at The Dunes has always been the osprey families of Oprah and Oscar. However, there is 
much more wildlife activity at The Dunes, and between shootings of Oscar bringing fish to his family, I 
sometimes made it a challenge to photograph those large flying insects that skit above the ponds at the golf 
course. Rarely, I caught one in flight. If lucky I came upon one that was hovering or sitting on a piece of 
vegetation. One day I captured a photo of a larger dragonfly which, as it happens, is not expected to be here in 
Kamloops. 

 
 
     I am not a biologist, just a retired physics teacher/amateur photographer. However, Rick Howie is a very 
well known and experienced consulting biologist. He saw this photo (and a similar one by someone else) and 
recognized the insect as a 12-Spotted Skimmer. So we arranged a 'field trip' to The Dunes. Bill Bilton, owner 
of The Dunes, who loves the wildlife on his golf course, was more than happy to lend us a golf cart, and off we 
went to visit five different ponds. What an impressive fellow Rick is. Everything he saw he could identify 
immediately. (To me they are just different coloured bugs.) While I am confined to my golf cart (my legs don't 
work), Rick could climb right into the grass and other vegetation and obtain wonderful close-up photographs of 
the various kinds of creatures that flit about the ponds. To me, Rick looked like a kid in a candy store (or at our 
science centre), just having a really good time. (After I left The Dunes, Rick went back out and investigated a 
pond that we missed.) 

  
Rick Howie, RP Bio Aspen Park Consulting 
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     I was concerned that when we visited the golf course, it might be one of those days when the animals just 
don't show, and Rick would not see the real wildlife reserve that it truly is. However, shortly after we arrived at 
the first pond we visited, Rick quietly pointed behind me, and there were two deer right there on the sixth tee 
box! 

 
     Not only the deer came out to see Rick, a family of geese put on a special parade just for him: 
 

 
 
     Rick may have observed many critters, of course, including turtles, a muskrat, and a variety of birds, but his 
main focus was on dragonflies. He kept detailed notes and took GPS readings of every sighting of the 12-
spotted skimmer and other species. He will be publishing an article in a specialist journal, which will no doubt 
include excellent close-ups he took during his visit. I found it very difficult to focus on these little critters, but 
managed to get a few photographs through my 300-mm lens. 
 
     Rick identified these for me: 



 5 

 
                                4-spotted skimmer                         striped meadowhawks 
 
Rick Howie took this excellent photo of the 12-spotted skimmer during our 'field trip'. I use it 
with his kind permission. 

 

 
12-spotted skimmer                    Rick Howie Photo               August 15 2016 

 
Rick says: "The ragged condition of the skimmer is due to wear and tear during its short life fluttering through 
the marsh vegetation and chasing other insects." 

 



 6 

Falcon Family Matters 
Gordon Gore 

 

 
 
From a tall, thick ponderosa pine tree near the restaurant at The Dunes Golf Club, for weeks, one could hear a 
high-pitched squawking sound. A nest was so well hidden in the tree, one could not see what kind of birds were 
making the commotion. On occasion I could see a medium-sized bird fly in and out of the tree, but it was so fast 
I could not make out what it was. 
 Bill Bilton, owner of The Dunes, mentioned that there was a sound coming from the tree that was 
similar to the cry of an osprey. (We were still wondering what happened to our osprey family out on the golf 
course, so I decided to watch the tree for a while to see what kind of birds were in it.) Eventually, a pair of 
young ones made a very brief appearance and I was able to snap the above photo of one of the young. I emailed 
the picture to local biologist and bird expert Rick Howie, and Rick immediately identified it as a Merlin Falcon. 
The family had a nest high in the tree, and two young ones grew to fledglings without anyone knowing there 
were falcons on the golf course!  
 

 
 
 A day or two later, the fledglings were flying about, landing on local rooftops and eventually the roof of 
the golf course administration building. They both posed nicely for the camera, so I took their picture. 
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One of the adult falcons was photographed surveying the pond by Dunes Drive, where several ducklings were 
hiding in the long grass and debris beside the water. One could hear an eerie warning cry coming from the edge 
of the pond. The falcon dove from the tree, but I could not see what happened after it left its perch. 
 

    
 

 

 
 
Apparently the falcon annoyed a family of 
magpies living nearby. (I don't usually see 
them on the golf course.) 
 A lone magpie appeared on a dead 
tree near the ponderosa pine where the 
falcon nest is located. An adult falcon had 
landed in the same dead tree just before 
that, and there was evidence of a chase 
going on among the birds. The falcon 
headed for the pine tree and five or six 
magpies went into the same tree right 
after it.  
 Eventually the magpies left, one at 
a time, and all was quiet. I can only guess 
what sort of communications there was 
inside the dense cover provided by the 
tree.   I assume the falcon was given a 
message: "Don't mess with the magpie 
gang!" 
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Summer at the BIG Little Science Centre 
Candid Photos by Angela Gibson, Volunteer 
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Why Not Volunteer at the BIG Little Science Centre? 

 
The BIG Little Science Centre relies heavily on its volunteers. There are only two full-time 
paid staff, and some busy days there is enough work to do for possibly 5-6 people! The science 
centre has a hands-on room that is the size of a gymnasium, plus four classrooms set up for 
special demonstrations and hands-on laboratory activities.  
 

Volunteers can help in many ways: 
 

! Assisting visitors with the many displays in the hands-on rooms. Older children and 
adults can read the signs, but younger visitors may need help to use the equipment as it 
was intended. 

 
! Knowledgeable volunteers can actually help to present our shows. Retired science 

teachers can have a lot of fun doing science shows (and there is no marking to do when 
you go home!)  

 
! Young students considering a teaching career or a career that involves people skills can 

gain valuable experience in working with young people.  
 

! You may wish to help behind the scenes with preparation of materials, or with repairs of 
damaged displays.  

 
! You may wish to create new displays for the hands-on room or for our many 

demonstrations. 
 

! You may wish to help with marketing major events at the science centre. 
 

! On paper, we have a 'gift shop', but no one to attend to sales of the interesting science 
toys, books and calendars that are available. Saturdays and in the summer, someone with 
entrepreneurial skills might tend to the 'gift shop' on a regular basis.  

 
! A volunteer coordinator could make sure there are ample volunteers to help on those 

extra busy days. 
 

 
BIG Little Science Centre Wish List 

Lego Mindstorms parts 
Plastic film canisters 

 A 12-15,000 square foot building 
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Comical Critters 
Gordon Gore 

 

 
"I pray that I may be a good crow today." 


